LIFE OF JESUS,

truth has little value to the Oriental; he sees everything through
the medium of his ideas, his interests, and his passions.

Histoiy is impossible, if we do not fully admit that there are
many standards of sincerity. All great things are done through the
people; now we can only lead the people by adapting ourselves to
its ideas. The philosopher who, knowing this, isolates and fortifies
himself in his integrity, is highly praiseworthy. But he who takes
humanity with its illusions, and seeks to act with it and upon it,
cannot be blamed. Csesar knew well that he was not the son of
Venus; France would not be what it is, if it had not for a thousand
years believed in the Holy Ampulla of Eheims. It is easy for us/
who are so powerless, to call this f Jilsehood, and, proud of our timid
honesty, to treat with contempt the heroes who have accepted the
battle of life under other conditions. When we have effected by
our scruples what they accomplished by their falsehoods, we shall
have the right to be severe upon them. At least, we must make
a marked distinction between societies like our own, where every-
thing takes place in the full light of reflection, and simple and
credulous communities, in which the beliefs that have governed
ages have been born. Nothing great has been established which
does not rest on a legend. The only culprit in such cases is the
humanity which is willing to be deceived.